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Abstract 

Agricultural education can be traced to pre-historic period when the early 

man began to learn through instinctive education how to till the soil and 

cultivate crops. The paper discussed on the concept of agricultural 

education, examine the present status of agricultural education and its 

relevance in promoting sustainable youth development for national 

development. The paper also outlined the components of youth agricultural 

empowerment to achieve social and economic development of the Nigerian 

youth in order to accelerate national development. The paper concludes with 

recommendations on the implementation of agricultural education policy, 

strategy and planning of the teacher education programme in agriculture to 

achieve sustainable youth empowerment and national development. 

Key words: Agriculture, education, youth, empowerment and development 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Introduction 

Education occupies the central position in improving quality of life by 

increasing productivity for national development. Recognizing its role in the 

development of any society, Nigerian government considers the provision of 

quality education for all as compulsory and a right to every Nigerian (FRN, 

2004). Agricultural education began with human civilization and can be traced 

to pre – historic period of hunting animals and gathering of fruits by the early 

man who later began to learn through instinctive education how to till the soil 

and cultivate crops. Presently, agricultural education is an integral part of 

vocational training of the education curriculum at all levels (primary, 

secondary and tertiary levels) of the education system that produced skilled 

individuals in various fields of agricultural production. However, agricultural 

education in the country need to be repositioned to bridge the digital skill gap 

in vocational agricultural training to stimulates sustainable youth 

empowerment and achieves desired national development. According to Emiri 

(2020) agriculture is a dynamically changing industry made up of new frontiers 

of biotechnology. Thus, agricultural education training programme has to 

change to bring about development of skills in our youths in different 

agricultural related careers. This will provide opportunities to the Nigerian 

youth to become self reliant and productive within the society consequently, 

promote national development. 

 

Concept of Agricultural Education 

Agricultural education is a vocational education concerned with 

training to acquire skills in different fields of agricultural production.  

Agricultural education can broadly be referred to as education programme that 

prepares the learner in various fields of agriculture through training to acquire 

skills, development of attitudes and competence that are necessary for success 

in agriculture. This form of education consists of formal instruction which is 

purposely designed to develop abilities, attitudes, skills and understandings 

that make young people and adults occupationally competent participants 

(Denga, 2011). Vocational agricultural education is a form of educational 

training focusing on acquisition of practical skills, basic and scientific 

knowledge required in a particular work place. Egbule (2004) also defined 

agricultural education “as the type of education that is employed in training 

learners in the process of agricultural productivity, as well as in the techniques 
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for the teaching of agriculture”. According to national policy on education 

(NPE) (2013) vocational education is defined as “those aspects of educational 

process involving, in addition to general education, the study of techniques and 

related sciences and the acquisition practical skills, attitudes, understanding 

and knowledge relating to occupation in various sectors of economic and social 

life”. Agricultural education satisfy the above comprehensive definition as it 

provide learners with relevant skills, improve their level of knowledge and 

attitudes in agriculture thereby prepares the leaner for different forms of 

productive agricultural process. Vocational agricultural form of educational 

training goes beyond the training of individual to acquire relevant skill in 

agriculture to youth empowerment through production of competent teachers 

of agriculture at various levels and the development of professionals in 

different fields of agriculture. The mission and vision of agricultural education 

therefore, include a view of agriculture beyond production (Carol, 2000): 

Mission: “Agricultural education prepares the learners for successful 

career and a lifelong of informed choices in the global agriculture, food, fiber 

and natural resources industries”. 

Vision: “Agricultural education envisions a world where all people 

value and understand the vital role of agriculture, food fiber, and natural 

resource industries in advancing personal and global well-being”.   

The mission and vision of agricultural education stated above clearly 

indicates that properly designed and implemented agricultural education 

programme can be the central mechanism in youth empowerment through job 

creation and self reliance to achieve national development. 

 

The concept of Agricultural Education  

Agricultural education is a skill oriented training that serve as means 

for youth empowerment through provision of technical knowledge and relevant 

skills in agriculture. It is the training of both the head and hands of the learner 

(Olusoga, 2014). Therefore, the learners in agricultural education training 

would acquire both technical knowledge and entrepreneurial skills to be able to 

train others (Agriculture for Impact, 2019). Agricultural educational training 

empowered graduated students with the required knowledge, the desired skill 

and competence in poultry, horticulture, fishery, agronomy and animal 

husbandry practices to make them more productive in the society for national 

development. This have evidently indicated that agricultural education helps 

the learners to be exposed to real life experience through demonstration, field 

trips, excursion and classroom lectures (Innocent – Ene et al., 2021). These 

will definitely improve the social, cultural and economic growth of the teaming 
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Nigerian youth thereby creating sustainable youth empowerment and national 

development. According to Agbulu and wever (2010), the five major off – 

farm agricultural occupations from agricultural education for youth 

empowerment and national development include the following: 

1. Agro allied services. 

2. Wildlife and recreation. 

3. Landscaping and horticultural gardening 

4. Processing, packaging and marketing of agricultural products. 

5. Agricultural machinery and equipment repairs and maintenance. 

Amadi and Blessing (2016) pointed out that agricultural education is a core 

vocational subject taught in all levels of education starting from the primary to 

the tertiary level of education. In Nigeria, agricultural education takes place in 

two levels: 

1. The formal education level: This where agricultural education training 

is based on organized subject curriculum at secondary schools, polytechnics or 

colleges and the universities. Emmanuel et al, (2013) outline the main 

objectives of agricultural education at this level as follows: 

i. To produce students who are competent in teaching of agriculture and 

extension. 

ii. To impart to students adequate knowledge and the desired skill in 

agricultural related occupation.  

iii. To produce professionals in different fields of agriculture. 

According to Richard and Olajide (2020) the educational institutions in Nigeria 

for formal agricultural education training are presented in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Tertiary institutions in Nigeria offering agricultural education 
 

 

Universities 

TERTIARY 

INSTITUTIONS 

 

Polytechnics 

 

 

Colleges 

 

64 

 

54 

 

36 

 

 

2. The informal education level: This where agricultural education 

training is conducted outside the formal school system but through organized 

seminars, conference and workshops on agricultural training programmes to 

interested participants. The objectives of this training as pointed out by Eje et 

al, (2021) include the following:  

Engr. Abubakar Yusuf and Engr. Abdulbasit Isa Onipe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



i. To provide to the participants occupational entry – level skill in a 

specific field agriculture. 

ii. To train and prepare the participants for agricultural production 

techniques, conservation of soil and other agricultural resources. 

 

Agricultural Education and Youth Empowerment 

Technological advancement in different aspects of our life necessitates 

changes in the educational system in many developing countries including 

Nigeria and agricultural education is not an exception (Fadipe et al, 2014). 

Repositioning of agricultural education will go a long way in youth 

empowerment as it is capable of imparting adequate knowledge and desired 

skills in youth for agricultural related vocations. Empowerment is the act of 

educating and training an individual or group of persons to acquire skill or any 

other means of livelihood to enable him/them live and contribute to the society. 

It is therefore, a form of human capacity building to make an individual self 

reliant, productive and contribute to the development of the society. Agwu 

(2015) defined empowerment as “the process of enhancing the capacity of 

individuals or group to make choices and transform those choices into desired 

actions and outcomes”. The above definition clarifies that youth empowerment 

can be referred to as a programme that enable youth learn a skill, trade or 

profession. Youth empowerment therefore is necessary especially in our 

present situation where the socio economic level of the youth is reaching an 

alarming stage while rate of crime such as kidnapping, militancy, banditry, 

thuggery and other social vices are rampant and increasing day by day.  

 

Components of Agricultural Youth Empowerment 

Agricultural education programme is a very important training where 

students or participants empowered after graduation to be successful in the real 

life situation. It is aimed at laying a solid foundation for sustainable youth 

empowerment to achieve poverty reduction, employment generation, wealth 

creation and value – reorientation. These will bring about a turnaround in 

youth empowerment and national development. 

Agricultural education programme provide training and impart skills in 

many vocational areas for youth empowerment (Bashir and Baba, 2014). A 

properly repositioned agricultural education will provide adequate training to 

the youth to acquire the desired skills and competence to be successfully 

empowered in the five major agricultural vocations. 
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Crop production management empowerment: This can be achieved by 

imparting knowledge in basic agricultural production and acquiring relevant 

skills in agronomic practices such as crop - soil management, management and 

application of agro-chemicals, post harvest handling operations and marketing. 

Livestock / Poultry production and management empowerment: Animal 

production and marketing has significantly increased as a result of youth 

participation in the domestication of animals for the purpose of fattening to 

attract good market prices. According to Abdullahi (2010) in the year 2010, 

there were over 16 million cattle, 33.8 million goats, 26.0 million sheep, 1.3 

million pigs, 700,000 donkeys, 250,000 horses, 18,000 camels found mostly in 

Sahel savannah around Lake Chad, and 175 million poultry nationally, owned 

mostly by villages rather than by commercial operators. 

Agro allied services empowerment: Agricultural education programme 

empowers the youth with skills in the procurement, distribution and marketing 

of various farm inputs such as improved seeds, fertilizer, chemicals and other 

necessary inputs.  Youth of agricultural education can improve agri-business 

through a better coordination and linkages among agro business partners. The 

agribusiness sector includes a diverse group of interest. Other aspects of 

agribusiness youth empowerment in Nigeria are purchasing agents and buyers 

of the farm products, whole sellers / Retailers, grading and sorting of 

agricultural products, pest and disease control workers (FAO, 2014). 

Horticultural / Landscaping empowerment: Agricultural education equips 

its graduates with horticultural skills for garden activities and landscaping 

techniques for environmental beauty and aesthetic appearance of surroundings. 

Agricultural empowerment of youth in this vocation has made production of 

fruits and vegetables to become a popular occupation because of youth 

participation in gardening activities. 

 

Needed Changes to Reposition Agricultural Education 

1. Status of education programme 

Education programme in Nigeria is classified into three levels. The lower level 

are Primary to Secondary, intermediate level (Polytechnic and Colleges) and 

the higher level (University) education (Amadi and Blessing, 2016). The 

university education level produce agricultural graduates more of theoretical 

background with less skill in productive agriculture. Yet this level of education 

programme is receiving more attention and has been given much emphasis and 

priority. Egun and Egun (2015) pointed out those agricultural education 

graduates of the university educational level lacks pre-requisite for 
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empowerment through agricultural vocations. They are therefore left with the 

option of seeking only white collar jobs after graduation. 

 

2.  Teacher education training 

Agricultural education graduates are trained teachers with competence in 

formal instructions designed to develop abilities, attitudes, skills and 

understanding that make learners competent in their undertakings. According 

to Hannan (2017), agricultural education teachers must possess a solid frame 

work of both teaching and learning including the knowledge of how the 

students learn in both developmental and social context. The role of a teacher 

is one of great complexity, thus demand for effective teacher who can provide 

the need of our youth (Linda, 2000). The present day modernization has 

greatly influenced our curricula therefore; effective teacher training is 

paramount and will help in the betterment of the educator as well as to satisfy 

the need of the learners. 

3. Entrepreneurship development strategy 

Youth of the developing nations including Nigeria places a high value on white 

collar jobs not skilled professions. This is because majority of graduate youth 

lack work oriented skills to become a young entrepreneur. The reasons may not 

be far from the fact that the present entrepreneurship development strategy 

among the Nigerian youth concentrates only at higher level of our educational 

system and aims to enlarge the base of entrepreneurs to speed up the pace at 

which new ventures are created not focused on skilled occupation start up. 

Hence, there is the need to encourage and promote agricultural entrepreneurial 

skill among the youth (Emiri and Nlebem, 2020). Therefore, entrepreneurial 

strategy such as Youth Enterprise with Innovation in Nigeria (YOUWIN) has 

to incorporate building of work skills among talented youth for empowerment 

and national development. 

4. Agricultural education curriculum 

Curriculum is policy statement about an educational programme. It is 

considered as educational plan that outlined the goals and objectives to be 

achieved, topics to be covered and methods to be used I teaching and learning 

and evaluation. This clearly indicates that curriculum is the determinant of the 

outcome of an education programme. According to Maguire (2000), 

agricultural education curriculum outlined only three circle model of 

instruction as classroom/laboratory instruction, leadership development and 

experimental learning. The most important component – field demonstration 

activities has not been given much relevance in the curriculum. Therefore, 

there is an apparent mismatch between what is currently needed in the present 
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world of work and what the curriculum offers to its graduates. This has made 

majority of agricultural education graduates unemployed because of their 

inability to venture into any agricultural business. To solve this problem, it 

demand for a curriculum in agricultural education that empowers the youth 

with desired, relevant and practical skills in agriculture for self employment 

and poverty reduction to achieve national development.  

5. Understanding agricultural education 

Agricultural education is occupational related educational training that develop 

knowledge, practical skills, competence and attitude to empower the learners 

to achieve self reliance. In Nigeria, agricultural production particularly 

agronomy and livestock production takes place in the rural areas with large 

number youth participation. This leads to social misconception that agricultural 

practices are the occupations of rural dwellers. According to Egu and Egun 

(2015), agricultural education is therefore considered by many as the education 

for the less privilege and those who do not have alternative course to study. 

 

Conclusion 

Agriculture has no doubt played a major role in the creation of 

employment and self reliance for empowerment of both the youth and adults. 

The formal school agricultural education training produces qualified 

agricultural educators while the out of school agricultural training produces 

professional in areas of agronomy, animal husbandry, poultry, horticulture and 

landscaping to empower the youth for national development. However, 

Agricultural Orientation Index (AOI) which reflects agriculture’s spending 

relative to agriculture’s share of the economy is about 0.15 showing that 

agriculture is relatively neglected in terms of public investment. Therefore, the 

need for repositioning of agricultural education is a necessity in terms 

professionals and qualified manpower in agriculture, financial and structural 

resource, infrastructure and societal attitudes towards agriculture. 

 

Recommendations 

Agricultural education programme trains and empower both the youth 

and adults for productive agriculture. However, the following 

recommendations will improve teacher education training and brings about the 

desired level of youth empowerment and national development. 

1. The three circle model of instruction in agricultural education contained 

in the curriculum should be reviewed to include field demonstration activities 

as this will support the theoretical class work with field practical and enable 

the learners to practice various skills in the agricultural production process. 
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2. The government should make a policy on training and retraining of 

teachers of agricultural education. The policy should make provision for a 

teacher training after every five years period to update them with practical 

techniques of instructions that make agricultural production more attractive. 

3. The state government should mandate the department of agriculture at 

the local government level to establish agricultural training and youth 

empowerment centers at the rural level for informal agricultural education 

training for school dropout and other interested youth of the area.  

4. The federal government should provide an avenue where state owned 

institutions for agricultural education partner with foreign institutions for 

research development and exchange of ideas in the area of youth 

empowerment and national development. 
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